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Unit of Study 2                      

Pacing 5-7 Weeks 
Unit Overview 
 

 In this unit, students will focus on reading literature and composing 
informational pieces. By the completion of this unit, students should 
have a better understanding of how to identify and analyze figurative 
language, compare and contrast two or more characters, settings or 
events in a story or drama drawing on specific details from the text 
and identify the meaning of words and phrases within the text. 
Additionally, students should understand how to create engaging 
informative pieces that examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. After working on a variety of activities, the unit will 
culminate in a final product which asks students to create a 
presentation using the skills taught over the course of the unit. By the 
end of this unit, students will have completed a core requirement for 
their writing portfolio (W.5.2). 

 

 

UNIT STANDARDS 

 
PRIORITY STANDARDS 
 

Reading Literature 
RL.5.3  Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in 
a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how 
characters interact). 
 
RL.5.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 
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Writing 
 

W.5.2  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey 
ideas and information clearly.  

a. Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, 
and group related information logically; include text features, such as 
headings, illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 
b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, 
or other information and examples related to the topic. 
c. Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of information using 
words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially). 
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the topic. 
 
e. Provide a conclusion related to the information of explanation 
presented. 

 
 
 
SUPPORTING STANDARDS 
Reading Literature 
 

RL.5.7  Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, 
tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, 
folktale, myth, and poem). 
 
RL.5.9 Compare, contrast, and reflect on (e.g., practical knowledge, 
historical/cultural context, and background knowledge) the treatment of similar 
themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., 
the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures. 
 
RL.5.10  By the end of the year read and comprehends literature, including 
stories, dramas, and poems, at grade level text-complexity (See Appendix A) or 
above, with scaffolding as needed. 

 
Reading Informational 
 

RI.5.5  Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, 
cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in two 
or more texts. 
 
RI.5.6  Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important 
similarities and differences in the point of view they represent. 

 
Writing 
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W.5.3  Write narrative to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 
 

c. Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the 
sequence of events. 

d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey 
experiences and events precisely. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 
 

W.5.6   With some guidance and support from adults and peers, use technology, 
including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and 
collaborate with other; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to 
type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting. 

 
W.5.7   Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build 
knowledge through investigation of different perspectives of a topic. 

 
 

Speaking and Listening 
 

SL.5.2  Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse 
media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally). 
 
SL.5.4  Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically 
and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main 
ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

 
Language 
 

L.5.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 
d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense.* 
 

L.5.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

c. Use a comma to set off the words yes and no (e.g., Yes, thank you), to 
set off a tag question from the rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s true, isn’t it?), 
and to indicate direct address (e.g., Is that you, Steve?). 

 
L.5.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text)  
as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
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L.5.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, 
and other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, 
moreover, in addition). 

 
 

 

“UNWRAPPED” Power Standards 

 
Reading Literature 

RL.5.3  COMPARE and CONTRAST two or more characters, settings, or 
events in a story or drama, DRAWING on specific details in the text (e.g., how 
characters interact). 
 
RL.5.4  DETERMINE the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 
 

Writing 
W.5.3  WRITE informative/explanatory texts to EXAMINE a topic and 
CONVEY ideas and information clearly. 

 
 

“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK 
Levels 

POWER STANDARD: RL.5.3 

COMPARE 
 
 
CONTRAST 
 
 
DRAW 

Two or more characters, settings or 
events 
 
Two or more characters, settings or 
events 
 
On specific details in text 

2, 3 
 
 
3 
 
 
2 

Students Know: 
 

 Compare means to identify similarities between two or more ideas. 

 Contrast means to identify between two or more ideas. 

 Characters can be compared and contrasted based on their thoughts, words, 
actions, decisions, physical attributes, and interactions with others. 

 Settings can be compared and contrasted based on the time and place. 

 Events can be compared and contrasted based on the characters, action, and 
impact on other events in the sequence of a story or drama. 

 
 
Students Can: 
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 Compare and contrast two or more characters in a story or drama, drawing on 
specific details in the text regarding the character’s thoughts, words, actions, 
decisions, physical attributes, or interactions with others. 

 Compare and contrast two or more settings in a story or drama, drawing on specific 
details in the text regarding the time or place. 

 Compare and contrast two or more events in a story or drama, drawing on specific 
details in the text regarding the characters, action, or impact on other events in the 
sequence of a story or drama. 
 

POWER STANDARD: RL.5.4 

DETERMINE The meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text 

 including figurative language 
-metaphors  
-similes 

2 
 

 
Students Know: 
 

 Figurative language is words or phrases in which the meaning is not the literal 
meaning of the words, but a different meaning implied by them. 

 Metaphors and similes are examples of figurative language. 

 Metaphors are comparisons of two things that are different in most ways but alike 
in one important way without using “like” or “as” (e.g., time is a thief). 

 Similes are comparisons of two things that are different in most ways but alike in 
one important way using the words “like,” or “as” (e.g., as brave as a lion). 

 
Students Can: 
 

 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text by using 
reading strategies such as context clues. 

 Identify examples of figurative language in text and determine what they mean. 

 Distinguish between literal meaning and figurative meaning in text. 
 

POWER STANDARD: W.5.2 

     WRITE 
 
    EXAMINE 
 
    CONVEY 
 
     

Informative/explanatory 
 
A topic 
 
Ideas and information clearly 
 
 

3 
 
4 
 
2 
 
 
 

Students Know: 
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 Organizational structure varies by topic and purpose. 

 Prior knowledge helps to explain a topic. 
 
Students Can: 
 

 Decide the appropriate organizational structure that is most effective in writing 
about a topic or purpose. 

 Evaluate the purpose of an informative or explanatory text to help determine 
organizational structure. 

 Understand where it is appropriate to add new information or prior knowledge 
within an organizational structure in writing. 
 

 

 Unit Vocabulary Terms 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  

Compare 
Contrast 
Characters 
Settings 
Events 
Figurative Language 
Metaphor 
Similes 
Experiences 
Transition words 
Phrases/clauses 
Concrete words 
Conclusion 
Informative/explanatory 
 

Syllabication 
Roots 
Affixes 
Multisyllabic 
Context 
Task 
Purpose 
Audience 
Plan writing 
Revise writing 
Edit writing 
Rewrite 
Collaborative discussion 
Visual elements 
Multimedia elements 
Tone 
Text structure 
Text chronology 
Text cause/effect 
Text problem/solution 
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Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

How can text assist the reader in 
making comparisons of characters, 
settings and events? 
 
How do we find the meaning of 
metaphors and similes? 
 
 
 
How does the author of an 
informative/explanatory text explain 
a topic? 

The reader must use specific details from 
the text to compare characters, settings 
and events. 
 
A reader must refer to specific context 
clues in a text to discover the comparison 
of real to imagined ideas expressed by 
metaphors and similes. 
 
An author of an informative/explanatory 
text uses ideas and information to clearly 
explain a topic. 

 

 

Unit Assessments 
 

Pre-Assessment 
Plainfield Public Schools Unit Assessment 

 

Post-Assessment 
 

 
Unit Assessment 

 
Essential Questions Post-Assessment 

 
 

 

Scoring Guides and Answer Keys 

 
See Unit Assessment Planner 
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Engaging Learning Experiences 

 
Engaging Scenario 

 
You have just received some exciting news!  Adventurer Magazine has selected you as 
one of the finalist to become an intern journalist this summer. Winners will be flown to 
beautiful Juneau, Alaska to work on a special wilderness assignment. This is the job 
opportunity of a lifetime! All finalists must create a multimedia presentation based on a 
survival/adventure book they have read. You must present your work to a panel of judges. 
In order to prepare you must first complete a series of tasks The most informative and 
creative presentation will be selected as the grand prize winner. Good luck! 
 

 

Performance Task Synopses 

 
Task 1:  Double Bubble Character Map 
Select a survival story and select 2 characters, settings, or events that occur in the story to 
compare and contrast. 

 
Task 2:  Figurative Language Search 
While reading the text, you will note and figure language you find and provide text evidence. 
 
Task 3:  RAFT 
Using the RAFT strategy you will write an informative piece about survival. 
 
 
Task 4:  Multimedia Advertisement 
You must produce a multimedia presentation, such as a book trailer, to promote the sales of 
your book.  
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Performance Task # 1 
In Detail 

Power Standards: 

RL.5.3 

Supporting Standards: 
RL.5.10 ,SL.5.1, L.5.2 , L.5.3 

 

Note to Teacher:  Tasks 1 and 2 are ongoing and will overlap. Students will be required to 

stop and jot during the reading. Students should have the opportunity to discuss key events 

with a partner or a group.  There are many lesson suggestions to help support and deepen 

the priority standards at the end of this unit.   

It is important to model the strategies, with short text, prior to requiring students to complete 

the assignments. Refer to the knowledge targets under the Power Standards for key 

understandings of the task (what students should know and be able to do). 

 

 
Task 1 Detailed: 
 
 Double Bubble Map 
 

As you are reading the story keep track of the characters. Include settings, or events 
that happen in the story as your record using a 2 column chart. Record details in 
bullets. Example: 
 

Character 1 
Maria 

Character 2 
Jonathan 

 Kind- takes care of her mother 

 Short with long dark hair 

 Youngest in the family 

 Is worried about moving to 
America 
 

 Angry about moving 

 Tall and skinny 

 Middle child 

 Runs away 

 
 

 

 Remember: 
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 Characters can be compared and contrasted based on their thoughts, words, 

actions, decisions, physical attributes, and interactions with others. 

 Settings can be compared and contrasted based on the time and place. 

 Events can be compared and contrasted based on the characters, action, and 

impact on other events in the sequence of a story or drama. 

 

 When you are finished reading you should have a bulleted list that compares 2 

characters or events 

 Use this information to complete the Double Bubble Map. (see resources) 

 Share your map with a partner. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lesson Suggestions to Support Task 1 
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RL.5.3 

To describe in depth characters, settings, or events in a story: 

 

  Have students make a list of all the characters in a story, and chart what they’re like 

(both externally and internally) and what causes them to be that way/feel that way.  

Discuss that characters, just like people in real life, have contradictory aspects of 

their personality. 

 

 Think aloud how you would use the specific details to describe in detail the 

characters, settings, or events.  Model orally and also in written form for the 

students. 

 

 Have students write in-depth descriptions of characters, setting, or events from the 

text using specific details. 

 

 Have students create graphic organizers (Venn diagrams, two-column notes, 

double-bubble Thinking Maps) to record information about what is similar and 

different about characters and their families, their communities, and their beliefs.  

Look at settings and major events through the same bifocals:  What might the 

author want us to notice through these sharp contrasts? 

 

 Model how to write a comparison piece and then model how to write contrast using 

graphic organizers.  Co-construct a comparison/contrast piece with students using a 

shared text. 
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Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

4 3 2 1 

 All “Proficient”  
criteria met plus: 

 Responses 
showed an 
exceptionally 
high level of 
thinking. 

 Recorded key 
information on 2 
characters, events, 
or settings, drawing 
on specific details 
 

 Compared and 
contrasted using the 
double bubble map 

 
 

 Information is 
relevant to the task 
 

 Used conventional 
English grammar 
and punctuation 

 Meets 3 of the 
“Proficient” (3) 
criteria 

 Meets fewer than 
3 of the 
“Proficient” (3) 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 

 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
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Performance Task # 2 
In Detail 

Power Standards: 
RL.5.4   
 

 
Supporting Standards 
 
L.5.1 
L.5.6 
 
Note to teacher: Prior to assigning this task several mini-lessons on figurative language 
should be taught. It is recommended that anchor chart on figurative language be posted 
around the room and additional interactive charts that students can post any figurative 
language they come across. 

 
Task 2 Detailed: Figurative Language Search 
 

 Using one of the charts provided to you by your teacher, you will keep track of any 
figurative language you come across in your reading. 

 At the end of each week you will meet with a partner and discuss the words you 
found and locate them in the text.  Read the passage to your partner and discuss 
the meaning. 

 Keep at list of your favorite figurative language examples. When you write a story 
use some of them! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lesson Suggestions to Support Task 2 
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RL.5.4 

To determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text: 

 Generate a vocabulary chart at the outset of a new nonfiction unit or chapter.  Don’t 

be afraid to explicitly teach key words up front, with the idea that students will take 

ownership of figuring out plenty of challenging words in the subsequent reading. 

 

 Think aloud while reading to the class to show how you puzzle out a word or phrase 

using syntactic, semantic, typographic, etymological, and other types of information 

to decipher words.  Invite students to try a word. 

 

 

 Encourage students to mark unknown words in their texts with sticky notes as they 

are reading independently and then to go back and determine meaning.  Check in 

with students in small group or in conferences on how they are using this strategy. 

 

 Use a shared text to have students highlight unknown words and annotate in the 

margins. 

 

 When working with the whole class or small groups or conferring one-on-one with 

students, encourage them to acknowledge when they don’t know a word or phrase. 

 

 

To determine the meaning of figurative language such as metaphors and similes: 

 Choose texts rich with figurative language and discuss the language as you read 

aloud to the class. 

 

 Teach explicitly the different types of figurative language (simile, metaphor, 

analogy, personification, etc.) and why they are used in text.  Keep class charts of 

examples of figurative language from shared texts or have students record 

examples in their writing notebooks or journals. 

 

 Use shared texts of poetry under a document camera or projected on an interactive 

whiteboard to find examples of figurative language, name them, and annotate how 

they lead to meaning of the text or create visual and sensory images. 

 

To determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words in a text: 
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 Show students how to make use of any textual features – sidebars, captions, 

typography (is the word in bold and thus in the glossary), diagrams, footers, or 

glossaries in the chapter or in the appendix. 

 

 Teach students, when appropriate, the root words or etymology of certain subject-

specific words (bio = life, ology = study of) as part of the study of any discipline. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

 

4 3 
 

2 
 

1 
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 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria 
plus: 

□ Responses 
showed an 
exceptionally 
high level of 
thinking. 

 Correctly 
identified a 
metaphor in 
the text 

 Correctly 
identified a 
simile in the 
text 

 Determined 
the meaning 
of words and 
phrases as 
they are used 
in a text, 
including 
figurative 
language 
such as 
metaphors 
and similes. 

 Used 
conventional 
English 
grammar and 
punctuation 

 
 

 Meets __3_ of 
the “Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 
__3of the 
“Proficient” criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 
 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #2 
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 Check all those that apply to the task: 
 

❑  Technology/multimedia 

❑  Math 

❑  Science 

❑  Social Studies 

❑  Art/Music 

√ Other: 
L.5.1 
L.5.6 

 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑Curiosity and Imagination 

❑Innovation and Creativity 

√Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

√Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Performance Task # 3 

In Detail 

Power Standards: 
W.5.2   
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Supporting Standards 

RL.5.6, SL.5.2,SL.5.4,L.5.1,L.5.2,L.5.6 
 
 
Task 3 Detailed:  
 
 R.A.F.T. 
You will use the RAFT assignment to writing about how to survive in the wilderness (or a 
similar survival strategy based on the survival story you read). This technique encourages 
creative thinking and allows you to reflect in unusual ways about concepts you have read. 
In order to get started you will need to think about the following: 

RAFT is an acronym that stands for :  

    Role of the writer: What is the writer's role: reporter, observer, eyewitness, etc.?  

    Audience: Who will be reading the writing: the teacher, other students, a parent,    
editor, people in the community, etc.?  

    Format: What is the best way to present this writing: an article, a report, a 
brochure, an advertisement, etc.?  

   Topic: Who or what is the subject of this writing: a famous scientist, a prehistoric 
cave dweller, a chemical element or physical object, etc.? 

Example RAFT: As a reporter (role) write a report (form) to inform your classmates 
(audience) on how to survive in the wilderness (topic). 

1. Research possible ways one can survive in the wilderness.  
2. Brainstorm possible roles that you could assume in your writing. 
3. Decide who the audience would be as well as the format for writing. 
4. Begin writing a report keeping in mind your role and audience. 
5. Use transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the linking 

of ideas. 
6. Use precise language and domain specific vocabulary to inform 

about or explain the topic. 
7. Provide a conclusion that relates to the information presented. 
8. Share you finished RAFT assignment with your classmates or in a 

small group. 

 
Lesson Suggestions to Support Task 3 

 
W.5.2 
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Performance Task # 4 
In Detail 

To introduce students to informative/explanatory texts: 

 Provide numerous examples of published informative/explanatory texts and also 

access via technology to informative/explanatory writing.  Call attention to the 

introductions, key ideas or points, organization, graphics, and endings.  This will give 

you opportunities to acquaint students with the genre and identify features of 

informative/explanatory text. 

 

 Give student a copy of a sample text and, if possible, display it on a screen so you 

can annotate portions of it while discussing the text’s relevant features. 

 

 Have students use sticky notes or annotate a sample text as they determine relevant 

features. 

 

 

 As you read informative/explanatory texts aloud, ask students to try to determine the 

author’s purpose in writing the piece.  Make a chart (that you will later post in the 

classroom and add to throughout the year) listing what students have determined 

various authors’ purposes for writing to be. 

 

To format and integrate illustrations, headings, and multimedia into the texts: 

 Explore examples of illustrations, headings, charts, and so on with the class.  Create 

charts of all the options to add to their pieces. 

 

 Offer direct instruction to the whole class or a smaller group of students who need to 

learn how to use those features of the word processor or other software applications. 

 

 Provide time for students to practice these skills and share. 

 

To develop their topic with details, examples, and information: 

 Model for students how to choose a topic and add details. 

 

 Model how to write and use categories and headings. 

 

 Provide graphic organizers, information maps, outlines, and so on to help students 

organize their thinking. 
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 Practice together writing a topic on a sheet of chart paper, then have students 

generate details, examples, and information on sticky notes.  Place these on the 

chart paper and move them to group relevant facts together. 

 

 Have students practice doing this independently with their own topic on their own 

paper. 

 

 Work directly with them to generate ideas and gather evidence, data, examples, or 

other content; then develop with them criteria for how to evaluate and choose the 

best of the bunch to work into their writing. 

 

 

To help students use precise language and academic vocabulary: 

 Direct them to circle any words in their papers that are abstract, too general, or 

otherwise ineffective; then have them replace weaker words or phrases. 

 

 Generate with the class words they might or should use when writing about a 

specific subject, procedure, event, or person. 

 

To help students provide a concluding statement or section: 

 Model how to write a conclusion in front of the class. 

 

 Share published writing with students and determine how authors conclude their 

pieces. 

 

 Create a list of ways authors conclude informative/explanatory texts and have 

students choose from that list. 

 

 Have students practice writing a variety of conclusions for their text. 

 

 

 Use a presentation software program to create the story as a series of slides, with 

notes and images on the slides so they can manipulate and better understand the 

elements of their story. 

 
Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 
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4 3 
 

2 
 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria 
plus: 

 

 Wrote an 
informational piece to 
inform about survival 
in the wilderness. 
 

  Used facts, 
concrete details, 
quotations or other 
information related to 
the topic. 

 
 

 Linked ideas within 
and across categories 
of information using 
words, phrases and 
clauses. 
 

 Used precise 
language and 
domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. 
 

 Provided a 
concluding statement 
or section related to 
the information 
presented. 
 

 Used conventional 
English grammar and 
punctuation 

 

 Meets __4-
5_ of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 
_4_ of the 
“Proficient” criteria 

 Task to be repeated 
after re-teaching 

 Comments: 
 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #3 
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Specific to Task #3 

 
Check all those that apply to the task: 
 

√  Technology/multimedia (if completed 
on a computer) 

❑  Math 

❑  Science 

❑  Social Studies 

❑  Art/Music 

√ Other: 
 
SL.5.2,SL.5.4,L.5.1,L.5.2,L.5.6 

 
 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

√Curiosity and Imagination 
√Innovation and Creativity 

❑Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

√Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Power Standards: 
 

RL.5.3, RL.5.4 
 
Supporting Standards: 

RL.5.7, W.5.6, W.5.10 
SL.5.2, SL.5.4 
L.5.1,L.5.2, L.5.6 

 
 
Task 4 Detailed: Multimedia Advertisement 
Use a multimedia format, such as a book trailer, to advertise the book you have read from 
Task 1. Use your supporting documents to help you plan. Watch a book trailer such as 
Peek or Island of the Blue Dolphins to get an understanding of multimedia advertising and 
how they work. 
 
 
Some Multimedia Options: 
OPTION 1 

Create a Book Trailer - 

1. Make a storyboard paring your materials and ideas down to the trailer's limited time 
in a frame-by-frame format. Frames are single shots, pictures or title cards that stay 
onscreen for a few seconds. In Windows Movie Maker Live, the default time for a 
frame is seven seconds. This can be reduced to fit more frames within the 30-
second to one-minute format of a trailer. The storyboard breaks down what needs 
to be included in each frame. 

2. Select your visual materials. Trailers use title frames, graphics, pictures and even 
video. 

3. Select or create your audio materials. These may include a narrator for your script, 
or music or sounds of different animals. 

4. Record any narration you need for your trailer and save it as an audio file on your 
computer. Movie-making software generally provides this option to record right into 
the program. This audio track can be added later wherever it needs to fit into your 
mini-movie. 

5. Add your frames into the movie-making software in the order you determined 
beforehand. You can shoot photos, record video or use images you have 
downloaded and saved from an Internet search. If you need to rearrange the 
frames, use your mouse to click and drag the frames around. 

6. Add animated transition effects between your frames. This will provide motion and 
make the transition from one frame to the next more seamless.  

7. Add captions over title frames or photos, if needed. Experiment with different fonts 
and colors, but make the text large enough to read.  

http://www.ehow.com/how_8791056_create-book-trailers-elementary-students.html
http://www.ehow.com/how_8791056_create-book-trailers-elementary-students.html
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8. Add your audio. Mix and match as needed. If your book is about wild cats, for 
example, include the various sounds of the different animals. Add narration before, 
after or even during a music clip. 

9. Include a frame that contains an image of the book cover. This provides the critical 
information about the book's title and the author's name. You can do this at the 
beginning, at the end or both. 

10. Include credits to name the people who participated in making the trailer and cite 
any outside sources for your material. Any copyright information will go here. 

OPTION 2 
PowerPoint Presentation: Create a PowerPoint presentation using at least 8 
slides that show key events of the story including problem and solution, introduce 
the main characters and give a description of each one.  Compare and contrast the 
characters and the setting.  
 

OPTION 3 
Glogster:   Create a multimedia collage about the book. Glogster allows you to 
create one page multimedia collages. You could create a collage containing videos, 
audio files, text, and images about books you have read. For example, a Glog 
about Into the Wild could contain images of Chris McCandless, chunks of text 
about the book, and a video featuring a song from the movie based on the book. A 
one page summary of the book must accompany this project. 
 

OPTION 4 (use only if limited technology is available) 
Create a newspaper cover page which includes three parts: 
 (1)Write an article summarizing the main events that happened in the novel. Be 
sure to answer WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY and HOW. Include quotations 
from the character’s involved. 
 (2)Write an interview with the main character of your novel. This must include the 
reporter’s questions and the character’s answers. You will make up the character’s 
answers, but they should reflect the character’s personality and the events that 
occurred in the novel.  
(3) A three panel comic strip detailing one scene from the novel. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Lesson Suggestions to Support Task 4 

http://edu.glogster.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_McCandless
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=32Js2Ef5Ojg
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RL.5.3 

To describe in depth characters, settings, or events in a story: 

 

 Have students write in-depth descriptions of characters, setting, or events from the 

text using specific details. 

 

 Have students create graphic organizers (Venn diagrams, two-column notes, 

double-bubble Thinking Maps) to record information about what is similar and 

different about characters and their families, their communities, and their beliefs.  

Look at settings and major events through the same bifocals:  What might the 

author want us to notice through these sharp contrasts? 

RL.5.4 

To determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text: 

 

 Encourage students to mark unknown words in their texts with sticky notes as they 

are reading independently and then to go back and determine meaning.  Check in 

with students in small group or in conferences on how they are using this strategy. 

 

 Use a shared text to have students highlight unknown words and annotate in the 

margins. 

 

 When working with the whole class or small groups or conferring one-on-one with 

students, encourage them to acknowledge when they don’t know a word or phrase. 

 

W.5.6 

To have students use technology to produce, publish, and collaborate: 

 Make digital tools a natural part of the classroom learning environment.  Scaffold 

students’ use of computers, tablets, and other technological tools by demonstrating 

and doing shared writing as an entire class.  This whole-class collaboration helps 

ensure that students who haven’t had access to technology at home can learn to use 

various devices and tools.  Likewise, have students work in small groups and pairs if 

you see that “tech savvy” can be peer-mentored.  Be prepared to work one on one 

with those students who need extra support. 

 

 Delineate the function of various writing tools so that students can choose from 

among them for one or more stages of writing and publishing: (1) Researching 
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information and visual images (Internet); (2) Writing and drafting; (3) Sharing (wikis); 

and (4) Publishing (Keynote, PowerPoint, Google). 

 

 Provide direct instruction as needed in the use of any devices, platforms, 

applications, or software for a given assignment. 

 

 Teach one aspect of technology at a time. 

 

 Monitor student use of technology—their usage and application and their safety and 

“etiquette.” 

 

 Select technology that supports and enhances student writing. 

 

 Ensure that students can access and use the technology as you intend or expect 

(e.g., if you say they must collaborate through an online discussion group, do all 

have access and know-how?) 

 

 Display, when possible, the contents of your own screen via a projector so they can 

follow along or check their work against yours if you are guiding them through a 

sequence of steps. 

 

 Prepare ahead of time as needed (e.g., checking to see that the lab printer is 

working and loaded with paper) so that you will not lose instructional time. 

 

 Stay abreast of new technology and new developments. 

 

 

To have students use the internet to produce writing: 

 Explore different online applications designed to help students generate, organize, 

and develop their ideas. 

 

 Create links to specific resources you want students to visit for content to incorporate 

into their paper; such content might include primary source documents, images, or 

applications students can use to create infographics for their papers. 

 

 Instruct students in the use of free programs such as Google Docs or various 

graphics applications that they can use to produce their texts or develop content to 

embed in those texts. 
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To have students use technology to produce writing: 

 Look for ways to use technology—computers, tablets, displays, interactive 

whiteboards, document cameras—that are efficient, effective, and appropriate to the 

writing task. 

 

 Evaluate the writing assignment for small but worthwhile opportunities that allow you 

to teach students additional features of word processing (e.g., how to embed 

images, how to design the page so text flows around images, how to insert headers), 

graphic design (e.g., infographics, images, layout), multimedia formatting (e.g., how 

to embed a slideshow or video clip in a written document), or even just improved 

typing skills. 

 

To help your English language learners, try this: 

 Make sure students are familiar with basic technological vocabulary such as mouse, 

keyboard, menu, and cursor, and demonstrate with a visual prop whenever possible.  

Ensure they have access to and know how to use the platform, application, software, 

computer, or tablet you are assuming all students have at home and know how to 

use in the ways you have assigned. 

 

W.5.10 

 Provide contrasting examples of different presentation slide designs with the same 

content to illustrate the effect of different fonts, layouts, colors, and content on 

presentations. 

 

 Direct students to sites like Prezi, SlideRocket, or Google Presentations for 

examples and guidelines for effective use and creation of visual displays of 

information.  Do not allow students to incorporate distracting animations, wacky 

fonts, extended video clips, degraded or otherwise lower grade images, useless 

sound effects, or any other elements that will detract from an effective presentation 

of the information; design is an ever-increasing part of effective communication and 

composition. 

To have students enhance the development of main ideas or themes: 

 Have students determine their main ideas or themes prior to working with multimedia 

components or visual displays. 
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 Emphasize to students the role and uses of story in any presentation, and how they 

can use different elements—images, numbers, data, their voice, gestures, 

storytelling itself—to convey their main ideas and themes clearly to the audience. 

 

 Stress the importance of reducing any content that competes with or otherwise 

distracts from the content or point they are trying to make in their presentation. 

 

 Encourage students to play around with audio recordings and visual explanations 

(graphs) and visual displays (images, video, diagrams, cartoons) as well as color, 

font, and composition to convey the relationships between different parts of their 

subject more clearly and effectively—without adding distraction and confusion 

through extraneous elements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 
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4 3 
 

2 
 

1 

 All 
“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 Created own 
multimedia 
project 

 

 Created a 
multimedia project 

 Used descriptive 
details. 

 Provided a clear 
event sequence and 
used transitional 
words. 

 Used sensory 
details to convey 
experiences. 

 Provided a 
conclusion that 
follows from the 
narrated experiences 
or events 

 Included key 
details in book trailer 

 Demonstrated 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 

 

 Meets __5-6_ 
of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer than 
_5  of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 
 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 
Related Power Standards 

Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 
Specific to Task #4 
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Research-Based Effective  
Teaching Strategies 

21st Century Learning Skills 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 
√Identifying Similarities and Differences 
√Summarizing and Note Taking 
√Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 

❑Homework and Practice 

√Nonlinguistic Representations 

❑Cooperative Learning 

√Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 

❑Generating and Testing Hypotheses 

√Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 

❑Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

❑Teamwork and Collaboration 

√  Initiative and Leadership 
√Curiosity and Imagination 
√Innovation and Creativity 
√Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

√Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√  Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑Other 

 

 

 

 

Check all those that apply to the task: 
 

√ Technology/multimedia 
  8.1.5.E.1. Use digital tools to 

research and evaluate the accuracy 
of, relevance to, and 
appropriateness of using print and 
non-print electronic information 
sources to complete a variety of 
tasks. 

❑  Math 

❑  Science 

❑  Social Studies 

√  Art/Music 

❑ Other: 

 

 Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

√Curiosity and Imagination 
√Innovation and Creativity 

❑Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑Flexibility and Adaptability 

√Effective Oral and Written Communication 
√Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Differentiation 

Strategies 

(Additional 
Supports + 

Enrichment) 

Intervention 
Strategies 

(Tiers, 1, 2, 3) 

Specially 
Designed 

Instruction for 
Special 

Education 
Students 

Strategies for English 
Language Learners 

-Think Alouds 

 Students read 
text aloud. As 
they read they 
pause to 
discuss what 
was read. 

-Say Something 

 Students read 
text aloud in 
portions. They 
pause to all “say 
something” 
about the text. 

-Guided Questions 

 Who? When? 
Where? What? 
Why? Questions 
asked on the 
level of the 
students 
understanding.  

 
Enrichment: 

 Pick higher level 
books  

 Choose higher 
level guided 
questions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tier 1 
 

-Provide varied texts or 
supplementary materials at 
different levels of reading 
difficulty. 
 
-Use Think-Pair-Share to 
give each student an 
opportunity to think prior to 
forming a response and to 
allow each student an 
opportunity to share ideas 
 
-Use reading partners and 
skilled peer or adult mentor 
to provide academic 
support 
 
-Use visuals, charts, and 
models for concept 
reinforcement. 
 
Tier 2 
--Use multimodality 
resources that go beyond 
print: 

 Images 

 Animation 

 Sound/music 

 Performance 
 
-Use frequent monitoring to 
assess the progress and 
non-progress made by 
students 
 
-Stop often to summarize 
the key elements in a 
lesson. 
 
-Break assignments into 
smaller chunks to give 
students opportunities to 
respond frequently. 
 
Tier 3 

-Review I.E.P. to 
develop specific 
interventions and 
strategies for those 
students with 
Special Needs. 
 
-Below are some 
suggestions: 

 Alter the 
environment 
to provide 
low-
distraction 
work areas. 

 Break 
assignment 
into short, 
sequential 
steps. 

 Create a 
safe 
environment 
for learning 
by 
employing 
effective 
motivational 
techniques. 
 
 

-Visual Associations: 

 Vocabulary Center 

 Marzano’s Vocabulary 
with squares diagram 

 Reread to reinforce 
vocabulary 

-Small group instruction or work: 

 Hear thought provoking 
questions to promote 
interaction. 

 Do follow up activities 
using different formats 
and materials. 

 Use graphic organizers. 

 Guide a small group of 
students through a text 
and discuss setting and 
characters.  Students 
should each have their 
own copy of the book or 
text.  Help students use 
vocabulary to describe 
and explain.  Provide 
students with graphic 
organizers.  Talk 
thorough the task first, 
then fill in the organizers 

with labels and pictures. 
 Create pictures for words 

and visual 
representations for 
figurative language.  Use 
these words as often as 
possible, speaking them 
aloud so students hear 
them used in context and 
pronounced correctly.  
Write words, model 
pronunciation, and 
provide opportunities for 
students to use it often in 
context. 

 Give students the 

opportunity to draw out 

the story first as a cartoon 

strip with notes and 
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-Review task and remind 
students how to work 
collaboratively 
 
-Pause during instruction to 
ask questions and check 
students’ levels of 
understanding or any 
misunderstandings of 
content. 
 
-Read, stop, and reread to 
check accuracy and clarify 
meaning of text. 
 
-Explain clearly each 
academic task and the 
specific criteria needed to 
successfully complete the 
task. 
 
 
 

captions and speech 

bubbles for dialogue, in 

their own language if they 

prefer, before asking 

them to write the story; 

give them the chance to 

tell their story before 

writing it. 

 

 

 

 

Instructional Resources and Materials 
 

Physical Technology-Based 

Use any adventure/survival novels in 
your classroom or: 
 

 My Side of the Mountain 

 Hatchet 

 Lost in the River of Grass 

 The Far-Side of the Mountain 

 Swiss Family Robinson 

 100 Most Dangerous Things on the 
Planet 
 
 

Wonders Resources: 
 
Adventure/survival stories 
 

Literature Anthology 

Unit 1 Lost in the Museum Wings 42-45 

 
Student Resources: 
 
Recommended Book List for Survival/Adventure Themes 

http://www.centermoricheslibrary.org/childrensadventure.pdf 

 

 

 

Creating a Book Trailer Lesson Guide 

http://sblc.registereastconn.org/CreatingaBookTrailer.pdf 

 

 

Peak book trailers 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UmET79DrsBA 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9AwPp2aZzo 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HPLQqdlopZg 

 

 

OTHER book trailers 

http://www.centermoricheslibrary.org/childrensadventure.pdf
http://sblc.registereastconn.org/CreatingaBookTrailer.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UmET79DrsBA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9AwPp2aZzo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HPLQqdlopZg
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Unit 1 Camping with the President 46-63 

Unit 3 Winter’s Tail 236-251 

Unit 4 Davy Crockett Saves the World 262-

277 

Unit 5 A Dusty Ride 360-363 

Unit 5 New Moon 422-423 

Unit 6 The Unbreakable Code 430-445 

Unit 6 Survival at 40 Below 468-485 

Reading/Writing Workshop 

Unit 1 Whitewater Adventure 36-45 

Unit 1 A Life in the Woods 50-59 

Unit 2 The Magical Lost Brocade 136-145 

Unit 3 A Reluctant Traveler 166-175 

Unit 3 Survivaland 180-189 

Unit 3 Gulf Spill Superheroes 208-217 

Unit 4 How Mighty Kate Stopped the Train 

238-247 

Unit 5 Forests on Fire 338-347 

Unit 6 The Bully 396-405 
 
 
Lucy Calkins Units of Study: 
Unit 2: The Lens of History 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z5GL3jRwET8 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GNQekfrKOGM 

 

http://www.slideshare.net/michellestegmaier/bridge-to-

teribithia 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ACobTBH9yWQ 

 
Teacher Resources: 
 
Lesson Prior to Task 1 
http://www.wappingersschools.org/cms/lib01/NY01001
463/Centricity/Domain/108/Double_Bubble.pdf 
 
 
Task 2 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_im
ages/lesson115/figurative-lang-bookmark.pdf 
Figurative Language Bookmarks 
 
Recommended Book List for Survival/Adventure Themes 

http://www.centermoricheslibrary.org/childrensadventure.pdf 

 

 

Sample Compare/Contrast Organizers:  

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-

plan/collateral_resources/pdf/l/lessonplans_graphicorg_pdf

s_charactercompare1.pdf 

 

Sample figurative  language worksheet: 

http://rwtverio.ncte.org/lesson_images/lesson115/Figurative

_language_handout.pdf 

 

Creating a Book Trailer Lesson Guide 

http://sblc.registereastconn.org/CreatingaBookTrailer.pdf 

 

Peak by Roland Smith, Teacher Pack 

http://www.rolandsmith.com/curriculum/peak/PEAK%20Teac

her%20Pack.pdf 

 

 

You Tube how to upload a video: 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjddYrE2K_M 

 

 

Slideshare 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z5GL3jRwET8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GNQekfrKOGM
http://www.slideshare.net/michellestegmaier/bridge-to-teribithia
http://www.slideshare.net/michellestegmaier/bridge-to-teribithia
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ACobTBH9yWQ
http://www.wappingersschools.org/cms/lib01/NY01001463/Centricity/Domain/108/Double_Bubble.pdf
http://www.wappingersschools.org/cms/lib01/NY01001463/Centricity/Domain/108/Double_Bubble.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson115/figurative-lang-bookmark.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson115/figurative-lang-bookmark.pdf
http://www.centermoricheslibrary.org/childrensadventure.pdf
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/collateral_resources/pdf/l/lessonplans_graphicorg_pdfs_charactercompare1.pdf
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/collateral_resources/pdf/l/lessonplans_graphicorg_pdfs_charactercompare1.pdf
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/collateral_resources/pdf/l/lessonplans_graphicorg_pdfs_charactercompare1.pdf
http://rwtverio.ncte.org/lesson_images/lesson115/Figurative_language_handout.pdf
http://rwtverio.ncte.org/lesson_images/lesson115/Figurative_language_handout.pdf
http://sblc.registereastconn.org/CreatingaBookTrailer.pdf
http://www.rolandsmith.com/curriculum/peak/PEAK%20Teacher%20Pack.pdf
http://www.rolandsmith.com/curriculum/peak/PEAK%20Teacher%20Pack.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OjddYrE2K_M
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https://www.slideshare.net/login 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VaMg8ySFtKU 

 

Sample Book Trailers 

http://www.booktrailersforreaders.com/Home+Student+Book

+Trailers 

 
 
Note: Some of these websites require 
membership, but they have many free stories to 
use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.slideshare.net/login
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VaMg8ySFtKU
http://www.booktrailersforreaders.com/Home+Student+Book+Trailers
http://www.booktrailersforreaders.com/Home+Student+Book+Trailers

